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Behind every great achievement
lies talent, dedication and inspiring
perseverance. On behalf of the
Grant Thornton professionals who
live and work here in San Diego, we
are proud to applaud Betsy Johnson
for being selected as an up-andcoming leader by the San Diego
Business Journal for their 1st
Annual Emerging Generation: 25
In Their 20’s event. To see how we
can unlock the potential for growth
for businesses and organizations here
at home and around the world, visit
GrantThornton.com.

Grant Thornton refers to Grant Thornton LLP, the U.S. member firm of
Grant Thornton International Ltd.
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ANDREW ARROYO REAL ESTATE

ndrew Arroyo, the founder of Andrew Arroyo Real Estate (AARE), has brought
his business goals and life mission together. Through his agency he sells homes
in all price ranges and his team strives to relieve the stress people often feel
when they move. The company’s core values are clear communication, honesty and trust
and Arroyo and his associates work to treat people so well that they’ll return when it’s
time for them to find a new home. Long-term relationships are the key factor in the
company’s success. The business consists of three main components: a residential real
estate agency, a financial investment advisory and the company’s philanthropic arm, the
Eye of a Needle Foundation. Incorporated in 2003, AARE’s culture is based on biblical,
moral and ethical principles.
One of Arroyo’s special interests is helping newly formed nonprofit organizations
succeed. “We found that there is a great need from small nonprofits that already are in
existence,” he said. “They need help from someone with business skills who can teach
them about marketing and help them build a (governing) board. They have a vision and
a heart to do something great in San Diego.”

PRESIDENT/CEO » Andrew Arroyo
LOCATION » 1020 Prospect St., Suite 350,
La Jolla 92037
2013 REVENUE » $1.61 million
2011 – 2013 GROWTH » 318.62 percent
NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES » 38
WEBSITE » www.aare.org

“THE COMPANY CURRENTLY DONATES 12 PERCENT OF ITS PROFITS
TO CHARITY. WE STARTED WITH 1 PERCENT. EACH YEAR IT HAS GONE UP.
OUR GOAL IS BY 2020 TO BE GIVING AWAY 20 PERCENT OF OUR PROFITS.”
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Cox Business
Advanced phone features in a
hosted, affordable phone system

• Complete Business Voice Solution
• Reliability When It Matters Most
• Unparalleled Convenience

Call or click today

(877) 287-4713
COXBUSINESS.COM

Services provided by Cox Business, a division of CoxCom, LLC. Services not available in all areas. Other restrictions apply.
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Leaving your company’s
future initiatives to the
“luck of the dice”
is a gamble.
Working with
MRC leaves
nothing to
chance.
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That’s what James was worried about – he spent too much time on projects unrelated
to what is job was for, to run his business. Now that MRC has partnered up with his
financial organization, he can focus on what’s important: his organization’s goals.
MRC has now saved hundreds or man hours per quarter and increased
productivity in the office to save money to his bottom line.
Put our solutions to the test to see how you can benefit from partnering with MRC.
Contact us today at www.mrc360.com for your complimentary assessment.

PROUD SPONSOR OF SAN DIEGO STATE ATHLETICS
TM

MRC Headquarters : 5657 Copley Drive, San Diego, CA 92111 | 858.573.6300 | www.mrc360.com
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

Fastest-Growing Companies 2014
San Diego’s contemporary business scene is
experiencing an emergence of innovation and a rebirth
of traditional industries reinterpreted for the 21st
century.
In 2014, San Diego’s expanding business landscape
became an intoxicating environment, filled with new
technologies and creative restructuring of old line
industries, along with reinvented products and services
that are supporting a return to solid growth and prosperity for the region.
The San Diego Business Journal’s annual Fastest-Growing Private
Companies list highlights 100 organizations whose aspirations have taken
them to a level of success that has put them in regional, national and global
spotlights. This year we had a record number of qualified companies and we
decided to acknowledge an additional 35 organizations that enjoyed excellent
growth over the three year period with an “Honorable Mention.”
Each year a common thread emerges that gives us insight into the elements
that helped form the success of these companies. This year the overriding

commonality is the singular leap taken by the founders of these organizations
and their fearless passion to carve a unique niche in their chosen industries
from financial services to recreational equipment.
High tech continues to reach into more and more fields as application
development has become the new sweet spot for San Diego’s innovators.
Traditional disciplines such as real estate services have become more effective
with Web-based marketing and heavy duty trucks are being retooled with
more sustainable energy sources.
The San Diego Business Journal would like to acknowledge our dedicated
sponsors. Our thanks go to Title Sponsors California Bank & Trust and Cox
Business, along with Gold Sponsors Barney & Barney, ESET North America and
Grant Thornton, and in association with Paradise Point Resort & Spa who have
joined us in celebrating the success of these individuals and their organizations.

Armon Mills, President & Publisher

OUR METHODOLOGY
To be considered for this listing, organizations were required to be in business the entire year of 2011 and have generated revenues in excess of $200,000,
the starting point for our comparison. We reviewed the financial details of each organization’s business operations in 2011, 2012, and 2013. The information was
extensively analyzed and verified by independent certification. Additionally, businesses were required to be San Diego-based, independent and privately held; but,
not a division or subsidiary of another organization, public or private.

Reason says:
go with the
well-known.

twitter.com/grantthorntonus
linkd.in/grantthorntonus
youtube.com/grantthorntonus

Instinct says:
go with the
know-how.

At Grant Thornton we specialize in helping dynamic
organizations like yours, because we are one too. We know how
to confront the challenges you face and bring a real, competitive
advantage of senior staff time, short decision-making chains
and sound processes. To help unlock your potential, visit
grantthornton.com/growth

Grant Thornton LLP is a member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and its member firms are not a worldwide partnership. Services are delivered by the member firms.
GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate, one another and are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. Please visit grantthornton.com for details.

